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Kewaunee County residents.   
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your tax dollars. We look forward 
to receiving your comments. 
 Please call us at the phone 
numbers provided in the individual 
headers. 
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 ADDRESS 
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Since the Extension Connection is 
mailed 3rd class, it is not 
forwarded, and UW-Extension 
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 Call 388-7141 for address 
changes or you will be removed 
from the list. 

Receive the Extension Connection in your inbox! 

 Want to have the Extension Connection at your         
fingertips? Sign up today to receive the Extension          
Connection directly to your inbox! Be the first to know all 
the exciting events and opportunities available.  
 Visit https://kewaunee.extension.wisc.edu/

extensionconnection/  to sign up today!   
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Nonprofit Leader Conversations Begin September 14 
 UW-Madison Extension and UW-Green Bay will be providing the              
opportunity for nonprofit leaders to discuss different topics facing nonprofit 
organizations in Northeast Wisconsin.  These Nonprofit Leader Conversations 
will be held via Zoom on the second and fourth Thursday of the month from 
9:00-10:00.  The first topics and registration at available below and at   
https://www.uwgb.edu/nonprofit-network/networking-opportunities/ 
 

Communication Strategies 
September 14, 9:00-10:00 a.m., Zoom 

Your board is asking for it, but how do you know the right combination of 
efforts to build awareness and create results? Join Bridget Krage O’Connor, 
president/owner of O’Connor Connective to learn ways you can look at the 
strategy behind your communication efforts – and still stay sane!   

Register: https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJcocu2oqzwpH9dbwf6RpYBmBx_a1G8iaDJK 

  
Donor Prospect & Wealth Screening 
September 28, 9:00-10:00 a.m., Zoom 

How do you determine the potential giving capacity of donors? Watch a demo 
of one wealth screening tool and learn how your nonprofit might benefit from 
the rich data it provides. Consultant Tonya Dedering, Principal, Vigeo Non-
profit Advising & Coaching will provide examples of how nonprofits can use 
the data to be the most effective fundraisers.   
 
Register: https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJcocOyqpzMrG9Fbpg8QFtxNdUkr9P6DOTlP 

Grant Writing Basics Virtual Workshop 
 UW-Madison Extension is offering a Grant Wiring Basics Virtual 
Workshop in Spanish, Hmong/Hmoob, and English.  The workshop is being 
offered the morning of Thursday, September 14, from 10:00 am - noon and 
repeated on the evening of Monday, September 19, from 6:00 - 8:00 pm.  Key 
takeways include: The outline of a common grant proposal, where to look for 
funding for your organization, and the most common grant writing 
misakes.  To find out more and register visit: https://
www.browncountywi.gov/departments/extension-brown-county/general-
information/nonprofit-resources/ 

Receive an Excellence in Nonprofit         
Leadership Certificate 
 Registration is open for the Excellence in Nonprofit Leadership    
Certificate.  The first class, Building a Strong Fund Development Program, 
will be held on the morning of Friday, September 22.  UW-Madison           
Extension will be teaching the Developing Active Board of Directors class on 
October 13.  The other classes are Foundations of Financial Management, 
Human Resource Management, and Marketing & Communication               
Strategy.  Upon completing the classes and a capstone project, you can              
receive a digital badge from UW-Green Bay.  For more information                
visit: https://www.uwgb.edu/certificate-programs/nonprofit-leadership/ 

Business Pitch Contest  
 Do you have a business idea?  UW-Madison Extension, Kewaunee 
County Economic Development Corporation (KCEDC)and Door County 
Economic Development Corporation (DCEDC) will be holding a local     
business pitch contest on Wednesday, November 15 at 6:00.  There will be a 
training on Wednesday, September 20 at 6:00 on how to develop your 
pitch.  Similar to the television show “Shark Tank,” you are invited to       
provide a four-minute pitch for your business with two minutes of questions 
and answers with the local contest judges.  First prize will be $1,000 and the 
second-place winner will receive $500.  In addition, the winners will advance 
to the NEW North Regional Pitch Contest on Thursday, November 30 from 
5:00-7:00 at Titletown Tech in Green Bay, https://www.thenewnorth.com/
local-and-regional-pitch-competition/.  Watch from more information from 
Extension, KCEDC, DCEDC, and NEW North.  For more information      
contact Patrick Nehring at (920) 391-4616 or patrick.nehring@wisc.edu.  

Find more information on the FEED Summit 
homepage: https://go.wisc.edu/j40254.  

Register here: https://go.wisc.edu/7116b8.  

https://kewaunee.extension.wisc.edu/extensionconnection/
https://kewaunee.extension.wisc.edu/extensionconnection/
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https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcocu2oqzwpH9dbwf6RpYBmBx_a1G8iaDJK
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcocOyqpzMrG9Fbpg8QFtxNdUkr9P6DOTlP
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcocOyqpzMrG9Fbpg8QFtxNdUkr9P6DOTlP
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We are offering a statewide virtual Planning AHEAD series starting on      
September 19th . This virtual series will be held via zoom Tuesdays from 
11am - noon, September 19th through November 7th.   

Visit https://aging.extension.wisc.edu/ for more information on Life 
Span programming in Wisconsin.  

Youth Mental Health First Aid 
 
Mental Health First Aid is a program that teaches participants how to        
identify, understand and respond to signs of mental illness and substance use 
disorders. The program gives participants the skills and confidence to provide 
initial support to those who are experiencing a crisis in their community. 

You can register by visiting the link below. 

We invite you to contact us at YouthHealth@extension.wisc.edu if you'd like 
to request a training for you and your community. 
 
Youth Mental Health First Aid -  
September 22nd, 2023 - 9:00am - 3:00pm Virtual 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/q6vnvi/ykgne6l/a29uh8 

Strong Feelings 
 

Strong Feelings is a 6-part series designed to help adults understand and     
respond to children’s strong feelings using emotion coaching. Supporting   
children’s emotions helps them feel better, manage their behavior, and feel 
closer to caring adults. Each video reviews a different aspect of emotion 
coaching. We’ve also provided additional resources to learn more about     
children’s strong feelings and to talk about emotions with children.  
 
Want to share the Strong Feelings emotion coaching resources? Visit      
https://parenting.extension.wisc.edu/strong-feelings/  for resources to help. 

Resilient Co-Parenting classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the Classes 
 
The Resilient Co-Parenting classes are for parents or caregivers who are    
raising their children together while living apart. These classes are a source  
of ongoing support for co-parents as they continue their journey. Anyone can 
join! 
 
Class topics include: 

• Having difficult conversations 

• Helping children with strong emotions 

• Coping with stress during big changes 
 
How Do I Join a Class? 
 
All class are free. Join us the first Thursday of each month at 7 PM. Classes 
are virtual on Zoom. Register here: https://parenting.extension.wisc.edu/co-
parenting/ 

The Strong Couples Program 
 
Having a strong relationship with your romantic partner can be hard. And 
when you need help, finding trustworthy support can be difficult. The Strong 
Couples Program can help. 
 
The Strong Couples Program is: 

• Six self-paced online modules. Topics include communication,            
commitment, problem-solving, and fun and friendship. 

• Five brief video calls with a trained coach. 
 
The Strong Couples Program is free! You can start any time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This program is for couples together six months or longer in all life stages. 
This educational program is NOT counseling. The program teaches couples to 
use tools that improve their relationship. 
 
Register:  thttps://parenting.extension.wisc.edu/strong-couples/ at strengthen  

https://aging.extension.wisc.edu/
https://t.e2ma.net/click/q6vnvi/ykgne6l/a29uh8
https://t.e2ma.net/click/q6vnvi/ykgne6l/a29uh8
https://parenting.extension.wisc.edu/strong-feelings/
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEoduiurD8pGNIGyMiS5PG0x0GoDJvQYi-F
https://parenting.extension.wisc.edu/co-parenting/
https://parenting.extension.wisc.edu/co-parenting/
https://parenting.extension.wisc.edu/strong-couples/
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How to Register for Wildlife Day 
 

Registration: Fill out and return a paper copy registration 
form, $10 non refundable check, and health form to: 
 
  Kayla Bosman 
  N5885 Walhain Rd 
  Luxemburg, WI 54217 
 
You will receive an email conformation once registration is 
received and confirmed. 
 
Payment: Cash or check accepted. Please make checks    
payable to Kewaunee County 4-H Leaders Association.   
Registration will be complete once payment is received. 
 
 

 

In the operation of the Wildlife Day program, discrimination on the basis of age, 
race, color, creed or religion, national origin, ancestry, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital or parental status, pregnancy, veterans’ status, arrest or non-job or program 
related conviction record or qualified disability is prohibited. 



University of Wisconsin Extension, 4-H Youth Development 
                   website: www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/kewaunee  Jill.Jorgensen@ces.uwex.edu   920-388-7185          
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Many thanks to all the 4-Hers, friends, and family that attended the Barn Dance in 
August. Lots of fun was had by all. Thanks to Jenny Salentine and Millaine Stodola 
for the photographs.  
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Dairy Spanish Webinar El “Break”  
Info-Lecher  
 
 To help Wisconsin Spanish dairy workers and the Spanish dairy      
industry to get the most current and update research information, UW-
Extension has developed the Dairy Spanish Webinar El “Break” Info-Lechero. 
This Webinar is an update on different dairy topics covering reproduction,   
colostrum management, Fresh cows’ management, and milk quality and more. 
Join this event in 4 different sessions and take the opportunity to learn from 
and discuss with experts on the dates below: 

September 20th, 2023, 12:00 pm - Key factors in milk quality improvement 
programs (Carolina Pinzón - UW- Madison Extension 

September 27th, 2023, 12:00 pm – The importance of colostrum management 
(Dr. Juan Pineiro - Texas A&M Extension) 

October 4th, 2023, 12:00 pm – Hydration and pain control in fresh cows & 
pre-weaning calves (Dr. Gustavo Schuenemann - Ohio State University        
Extension) 

October 11th, 2023, 12:00 pm – Reproductive management in dairy cows: 
synchronization protocols are not everything (Dr. Adrián Barragán - Penn 
State University Extension) 

For more information and to register:  
https://forms.gle/7HjDbzTMTzVFwZyp6  
 
For more information please contact:  
• Alison Pfau alison.pfau@wisc.edu  
• Tina Kohlman tina.kohlman@wisc.edu 

Use footbaths in an automated milking     
system to lower fetchings  
 While all the data points of information at our fingertips to monitor is a   
positive, there are still areas to improve when it comes to animal health and Automat-
ed Milking Systems (AMS), particularly for hoof health. 
Including a properly managed footbath can improve lame cow numbers 
 A recent study called attention to the frequency of lameness in automated 
milking systems – an average of 25%. Lame cows have fewer visits to the robot, have 
reduced milk yields, and are at a 2x higher risk of being on the fetch list. Further-
more, only 70% of AMS herds offer access to a footbath and only 25% of the herds 
run the cows at the recommended frequency of four times per week. In addition, 
poorly managed footbaths may also increase foot health problems and the incidence 
of infectious claw lesions. Common reasons for footbath failure include poor design, 
weak chemical solutions, and inconsistent use. 
 The goal for AMS herds is to keep footbath use as a priority for animal 
health. When designing a new facility consider cows to be selected to pass through 
the footbath as they exit the robots, using a sorting gate that routes them to an alterna-
tive lane used only for those cows that need to be treated, while allowing the rest of 
the herd to exit through the main lane and return to the pen they came from. This 
layout is called the tollbooth design. Cows are directed down a rear exit lane, 41 
inches wide, after milking, and from that lane, a two-way gate can sort them back to 
the pen or direct them through the footbath. With this layout, a single footbath can 
serve multiple robots. In a retrofit design, perhaps having the footbath at the end of 
the pen, where cows need to pass to get back to the resting area. Try to avoid putting 
footbaths on the cross-over alleys, as most cows will avoid it all together. 
Considerations to properly manage a footbath in an Automated Milking Systems 
 Wherever the footbath is located, it is essential that there is a gate that can 
divert cows into or around the footbath, rather than walk cows through a bath of ma-
nure each day if it is not being filled. In addition, take into consideration cold cli-
mates and design the footbath with floor heating pipes so the area doesn’t freeze. 
Many AMS dairies are now installing automated footbaths that clean and refill once 
the designated number of cow passes is achieved. This is especially favorable to re-
move human error and time to perform this task. 
 According to the Dairyland Initiative, footbaths should be level, 10 feet in 
length, and 20 to 24 inches wide at the base so that the rear feet receive at least two 
immersions while walking through the bath.  Additionally, the solution concentration 
should remain at its recommended percentage according to the product label and be 
maintained at the depth of four inches, so the dewclaws are submerged. No matter 
what chemical is used, it is important that the chemical transfer to the feet. Visit the 
University of Wisconsin School of Veterinary Medicine’s Dairyland Initiative web-
site to find the Footbath Dose Calculator at https://bit.ly/3fpURiV.  
 We are facing times with thin margins and lameness is a costly disease that 

can be reduced by running well-maintained footbaths. Footbath passes can be accom-
plished without sacrificing cow flow by using the technology and gates to your bene-

fit. Make footbath layout and location a priority when designing your facility. Simp-
ly run footbaths more to fetch cows less. 
Written by Angie J Ulness, Agriculture Educator, Extension Manitowoc County 

https://bit.ly/3fpURiV
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 One of the most important times to use cover crops is after corn harvested as 
silage leaving very little residue and the soil vulnerable to erosion in the winter and 
subsequent spring. Cover crop species recommendations change depending on where 
you are.  The map below is divided between Northern and Southern Wisconsin – North 
and South is how cover crop choices are explained in the contents of this article.  

Northern Wisconsin Cover Crop Options 
Small grains / grasses 
 
Cereal rye (also referred to as winter rye) is the most reliable cover crop for late fall 
seeding.  Cereal rye is extremely winter hardy and can be planted very late and still 
survive the winter.  Cereal rye will either need to be terminated in the spring prior to 
cash crop planting or it can harvested for forage. 
 
Triticale is another cover crop option if the goal is to use the cover crop for a forage. 
Triticale tends to have a higher forage value, but the optimal harvest is 10-14 days later 
than cereal rye, pushing back the planting of the next crop 
 
If harvesting the cover crop as a forage, please review restrictions of herbicides used 
during the previous two growing seasons with your consultant team.  A really good 
resource can be found at https://ipcm.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/
sites/54/2022/11/2019_RotationalRestrictions_final.pdf  
 
Other grasses, such as annual ryegrass. oats, barley are generally not recommended for 
planting after silage in northern WI because they will winterkill and do not grow 
enough in the fall to produce enough residue to protect the soil in the spring. 
 
Brassicas 
Due to limited time for establishment and growth, it is not recommended to plant any of 
the brassicas after corn silage.  There are not enough growing degree days left in the 

season to provide any cover crop benefits. 
 
Legumes 
Due to limited time for establishment and 
growth, it is not recommended to plant any of 
the legumes after corn silage. There is not 
enough growing season for them to develop 
nodules and fix nitrogen. 
 
 
Southern Wisconsin Cover Crop Options 
Small grains / grasses 
 
Spring barley,  oats  can be great cover crops for after corn silage in Southern WI if 
they can be planted by September 15th-20th.  Spring barley and oats will winter-kill in 
Wisconsin, so they need to be planted early enough to put on sufficient fall growth to 
provide residue to reduce winter and spring erosion. Barley and oats can also be     
planted/overseeded into standing corn silage. 
 
Annual ryegrass has been successfully planted into corn(interseed) around the V5 
growth stage. 
 
Cereal rye (also referred to as winter rye) is the most reliable cover crop for late fall 
seeding.  Cereal rye is extremely winter hardy and can be planted very late and still 
survive the winter.  Cereal rye will either need to be terminated in the spring prior to 
cash crop planting or it can harvested for forage. 
 
Triticale is another cover crop option if the goal is to use the cover crop for a forage. 
Triticale tends to have a higher forage value but the optimal harvest is 10-14 days later 
than cereal rye, pushing back the planting of the next crop 
 
If harvesting the cover crop as a forage, please review restrictions of herbicides used 
during the previous two growing seasons. 
 
Brassicas 
It is not recommended to plant any of the brassicas after corn silage.  There is not 
enough growing degree days left in the season to provide enough growth to gain any 
cover crop benefits. 
 
Legumes 
It is not recommended to plant legumes after corn silage.  There is not enough growing 
season left for legumes to develop nodules and fix nitrogen. 

Cover Crop Options After Corn Silage in Wisconsin 

 It is not nitrogen, but water, that is the most limiting factor in crop production. 
Soil texture, structure, percent organic matter (OM) and management practices also 
influence the amount water and nutrients a soil can retain for crop use.  You can better 
understand your farmland’s strengths and weaknesses by digging deeper into the physi-
cal characteristics of your soil and where different soil types are located on your farm. 
Soil Texture 
 Soil texture refers to the feel of soil. Soils are made up of different amounts of 
sand, silt, and clay. There are 12 soil textural classes according to the USDA classifica-
tion system.  Each soil texture has varying responses to water, affecting major crops 
like corn, soybeans, wheat, and alfalfa differently. Here’s a general overview: 
1. Sand: Sandy soils have the largest particle size, which allows water to drain quickly. 

As a result, sandy soils tend to dry out faster. Sandy 
soils have low water and nutrient-holding capacity 
and struggle to retain enough for crops. Shallow-
rooted crops are more susceptible to drought stress in 
sandy soils, as they may experience water deficits 
that hinder their growth and yield. 
2. Silt: Silty soils have medium-sized particles, 
providing better water retention than sandy soils. 
They have moderate water-holding capacity and 
drainage characteristics. During drought, silty soils 
can retain moisture for longer periods compared to 
sandy soils.  Silty soils have more plant-available 
water capacity than clayey soils.  

3. Clay: Clay soils have lots of small fine particles with many inner layers creating lots 
of surface areas that hold water and nutrients tightly. They have higher water and nutri-
ent holding capacity but lower drainage, resulting in slower water movement and poten-
tial waterlogging. Also, they have lower plant available water capacity than silty soils 
because clays hold water tightly as they dry. During drought, clay soils can retain mois-
ture relatively well, which benefits crops like corn, soybeans, and wheat. However, ex-
cessive water retention in clay soils can also lead to root oxygen deprivation and nega-
tively impact crop growth in wet years. Any crop with a deeper root system may per-
form better in clay soils during drought as it can access the stored water. 
 
How to quickly estimate your soil texture 
 There are several ways to determine the texture of the soil. Quick methods that 
can be used include: the jar method, or hand texturing( A 3588 Table 2.2)  But you may 
already have some clues on the farm:  
 SnapPLus nutrient management software provides each field’s dominant soil 
type. The soil names themselves can give you clues, for example, Wisconsin’s State 
Soil- Antigo Silt Loam. Just like a food product ingredient list, they are listed in order 
of quantity. Antigo Silt loam is mainly silty, followed by loamy. Loam is an even mix-
ture of sand, silt, and clay. 
Soil texture’s influence on water  
 Water infiltration speed and plant water availability are dependent on soil tex-

ture. In coarse sandy soils the bigger pore spaces increase the rate of water movement 
and have higher infiltration rates than fine textured soils. Coarse soils can “soak” up a 
drenching rain or recharge quickly but is unable to hold as much water as finer textured 
soils. A coarse sand infiltrates very fast, up to 10 inches per hour, while a clay is 
the slowest can be less than 0.05 inches per hour. However, sandy soils have a low 
water holding capacity compared to loamy or clayey soils. On the opposite end, soils 
with very high clay contents hold water tightly and provide less water storage for plants 
than loamy soils. The table below illustrates the water that can be absorbed by soil that 
is available to plants, which varies with soil texture.  
 
Organic matter increases water retention 
 Typical Wisconsin soils have 1.5- 4% organ-
ic matter, peat or muck soils can be over 20%.  The 
organic portion of soil is important, it improves soil 
properties that help plants grow by promoting struc-
ture, pore space, and a home and source of food for 
soil life. Yet anytime you till and mix oxygen into the 
soil, organic matter is lost. Increasing soil organic 
matter can take 5 to 8 years depending on soil type, 
climate, and management. 
 Organic matter has a natural attraction to 
water. Organic matter acts as a sponge in the soil, capable of holding and storing water. 
It has a high water-holding capacity due to its porous structure and ability to absorb and 
retain moisture, plus it helps aggregation and pore space where water can be stored. 
Here are some general examples of the impact of organic matter on soil water:   

• For each 1 % increase in soil organic matter helps soil hold 20,000 gallons 
more water per acre. 

• An ideal soil with 4-5% organic matter can soak up a 4-6” rain event. 

• A 1994 study by Hudson showed that a silt loam soil with 4% organic matter 
holds more than twice the water of a silt loam with 1% organic matter.  

 
 Understanding the role of soil texture in water-holding capacity, and that or-
ganic matter significantly improves water-holding capacity can help us understand the 
strengths and weaknesses of a field during rainfall, irrigation, and during flood or 
drought conditions. Wisconsin has a wide range of soil textures. The challenge in man-
aging sandy soils is to improve water retention or water holding capacity. In fine texture 
soils, however, the challenge can be to remove excess water depending on drainage 
conditions. Both goals can mean increased profit.  Farmers cannot change the soil tex-
ture that mother nature has provided them. Although increasing organic matter content 
takes time, practices such as adding compost or manure, using cover crops, and practic-
ing reduced tillage methods can enhance the soil’s ability to retain water and support 
healthy soil and healthy plant growth. 
Written by Chris Clark, Crops & Soils NPM Outreach Specialist 
Table source: Resource:  https://cropwatch.unl.edu/documents/USDA_NRCS_infiltration_guide6-4-14.pdf  

The Forgotten Role of Soil Texture on Water 

https://cropsandsoils.extension.wisc.edu/articles/rye/
https://cropsandsoils.extension.wisc.edu/articles/triticale/
https://ipcm.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2022/11/2019_RotationalRestrictions_final.pdf
https://ipcm.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2022/11/2019_RotationalRestrictions_final.pdf
http://corn.agronomy.wisc.edu/Management/pdfs/A3588.pdf
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/documents/USDA_NRCS_infiltration_guide6-4-14.pdf
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