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4-H is Growing True Leaders 
 

 America is facing a leadership crisis. Many young people today aren’t 
being given the opportunity to learn the tenacity, strategic-thinking and people 
skills that they’ll need to lead – now and in the future. 
 Recent research 
conducted by 4‑H suggests 
that today’s youth aren’t 
getting the leadership    
opportunities they want 
and need. In the 2016 4‑H    
National Youth Survey on 
Leadership, two-thirds of 
respondents said they don’t 
have the tangible skills 
they needed to lead. Half 
of high school students 
said they don’t feel prepared to lead in college or a future career. 
 That’s a discouraging statistic. But even more discouraging is that, as 
adults, we’re not stepping up to help young people get the leadership           
opportunities they need. When our survey asked youth why they hadn’t taken 
opportunities to learn leadership skills, the number one reason they gave was 
that no one had asked them. 
 4‑H decided to change that. In spring of 2016, we launched our       
Grow True Leaders Campaign to highlight the experiences offered to young 
people that grow leadership skills. Through self-chosen projects, kids are 
paired with mentors and given opportunities to lead. These projects bring out 
their potential, their passions, and their drive to help others, as we empower 
them to become true leaders. 
 In 4‑H, we believe that every child has the potential to be a leader, and 
in order to fulfill that potential they need caring adult mentors, chances to  
develop practical skills, and opportunities to take on leadership roles. As 
America’s largest youth development organization, we know this approach 
works and our results are second to none. 
 If we’re going to fill the coming leadership void, adults must play a 
larger role in encouraging kids and offering them the hands-on experiences 
that will help them build confidence and grow skills. We’re supporting our 
youth, and we’re asking adults across the country to do the same. Let’s rally 
the nation, and Kewaunee County, to grow a generation of True Leaders. 
 
Adapted from: National 4-H Council Blog post by Jennifer Sirangelo,   

https://4-h.org/about/blog/4-h-is-growing-true-leaders/ 

Wisconsin 4-H Foundation  
Scholarships   

 
 

Opportunity 
 The Wisconsin 4-H Foundation will award more than $20,000 in 
scholarships to outstanding Wisconsin 4-H members and alumni pursuing 
higher education in 2023.  To be considered for financial support, applications 
will be accepted starting December 15, 2022, and must be received by the 
Wisconsin 4-H Foundation via email by Wednesday, March 15, 2023, 5:00 
pm. For a printable version of this information, visit https://
wis4hfoundation.org/scholarships/. 
 Wisconsin 4-H Foundation scholarships are awarded to students based 
on demonstrated personal growth through 4-H, development and leadership in 
4-H, academic performance and future educational goals.  
 To be eligible for Wisconsin 4-H Foundation scholarships students 
must have been a Wisconsin 4-H member for at least three years; should have 
a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale and be enrolled or planning 
to enroll at a university, college or technical school during the 2023-2024   
academic school year.  Scholarship winners from previous years are not      
eligible to receive a second 4-H Foundation scholarship. 
 All applications must adhere to the conventions outlined below.  Any 
application that does not meet these requirements will not be considered.  All 
documents must be emailed to the 4-H Foundation as one, two-page 
PDF.  Any other cloud/internet shared documents will NOT be accepted (do 
NOT use Google Docs, for example). 
 The application materials represent what youth may be asked to    
submit when applying for jobs. We encourage applicants to treat this process 
as if applying for a position. For help with creating cover letters and résumés, 
applicants should reach out to their club leaders, county educator or a teacher 
or parent. 
 

 Selection Process 
 A panel of experienced youth educators will screen the applications 
and select finalists.  Applications chosen as finalists will be screened by a  
second panel comprised of 4-H and youth development experts.  The finalist 
applications will be ranked.  The 4-H Foundation will assign available     
scholarships to the top-ranking applications based on scholarship criteria 
(example: scholarships are available for specific geographical areas and     
project areas). 
 

 Notification 
 Applicants who are awarded scholarships will be notified by postal 
letter and email in May.  This letter will include information about how to  
access the scholarship.  Scholarship awardees are required to email a photo to 
the Wisconsin 4-H Foundation and provide a one-page thank you letter      
outlining 4-H experiences and future plans that the Foundation will send to the 
scholarship sponsor.  Scholarship recipients and portions of their application 
materials (including their photo) may be featured in Wisconsin 4-H          
Foundation materials. 
 

Questions should be directed to the Wisconsin 4-H Foundation 
at 608.262.1597 or info@Wis4HFoundation.org. For more information, 
visit https://wis4hfoundation.org/scholarships/. 

Volunteers in Preparation Training 
 
Have you completed the VIP training to become an approved 4-H volunteer? 
Sign up now! Visit  https://go.wisc.edu/8pr49v to register.  
 
This training is: 
• Required for all new UW-Madison volunteers 
• About 1.5 – 2 hours in length 
• Conducted locally or on zoom; check with a county staff member on   

training dates 
 
Volunteers in Preparation (VIP) is an interactive training program that         
includes: 
• Overview of Extension 
• Volunteer roles and responsibilities 
• Best practices when working with youth 
• Resources available to you 

How to Use the Positive Youth Development 
Media Collection 
 
 The Positive Youth Development Media Collection is a library of   
educational tools that youth and volunteers can borrow from anywhere in the 
state. The collection has more than 100 resources available. Most are for     
animal science projects, though photography and juggling materials are also 
available. 
 
 Youth leaders and adult volunteers use these materials for educational 
clinics, judging competitions, and interactive booths at events. 
  
To learn more about the PYD Media Collection, visit the website 
(https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/resources/volunteer-resources/project-leader-
resources/pyd-media-collection/). Youth leaders and volunteers can request 
materials directly using the online form found on the website. Requesters are 
still responsible for returning all media on time. 
 
Adapted from Monica LobensteinPosted on December 12, 2022 

https://4-h.org/get-involved/grow-true-leaders/
https://wis4hfoundation.org/scholarships/
https://wis4hfoundation.org/scholarships/
https://wis4hfoundation.org/staging/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://wis4hfoundation.org/staging/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://wis4hfoundation.org/scholarships/
https://wis4hfoundation.org/staging/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://wis4hfoundation.org/staging/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://wis4hfoundation.org/staging/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/512_site_logo.png
https://go.wisc.edu/8pr49v


University of Wisconsin Extension, 4-H Youth Development 
                   website: www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/kewaunee  Jill.Jorgensen@ces.uwex.edu   920-388-7185          

   

5 

 
 
 
 

 

5 

UW-Madison Division of Extension * Mariah Vandertie, 4-H Program Educator 
(920) 388-7185 * mlvandertie@wisc.edu  

 
4-H Youth Development 

https://kewaunee.extension.wisc.edu  https://www.faceboook.com/KewauneeCtyUWEX https://twitter.com/KewauneeCtyUWEX 

January 2023 

 We would love to see pictures and hear about what is happening in 
your clubs and projects to share with our 4-H community. We have seen 
some awesome virtual activities, speakers, and projects. Send your pictures 
and short descriptions to Mariah at mlvandertie@wisc.edu  and they will be 
shared in our monthly Extension Connection Newsletter. 

What’s happening in your club or project? 

 The National 4-H Congress is inspiring the next generation of True 
Leaders. On Thanksgiving weekend, more than 800 delegates from throughout 
the United States and its territories traveled to Atlanta, Georgia to participate 
in the 101st National 4-H Congress. We are proud to say, two amazing 
Kewaunee County 4-H members attended this program. It is a mix of           
educational, service, and recreational opportunities! 
 

 Congratulations to 2022 National 4-H Congress Design Team      

member, Megan Salentine of Pilsen Skylighters! Congratulations to delegate 

Savannah Jandrin of Champion Sparkplugs! You are making Wisconsin, and 

Kewaunee County, very proud!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photos courtesy of Megan Salentine 

 

Kewaunee Dream Catchers 
 The Kewaunee Dream Catchers 4-H Club attended Board & Brush of 

Green Bay for a fun DIY workshop. Members and volunteers brought their 

creativity and willingness to learn to build custom wooden decor. What a    

fantastic evening strengthening 4-H relationships, expressing artistic talents, 

and learning new skills!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos courtesy of Jordan Steinhorst 

Kewaunee County Cake Decorating Basics 
 4-H volunteer Dianne Lambrecht, and community partner,             

Jean Sevcik, with support from the Kewaunee County 4-H Adult Leaders’ 

Association hosted a cake decorating basics workshop in December. 4-H 

members learned the basics for making a successful frosting, coating a cake, 

and using various decorating tips to create a design. Thank you to everyone 

who made this workshop possible!  

 

 


