
Check Your Free Credit Report 

 
February 2 is #checkyourcredit day!  
 

 
Checking your free credit report is a great way to prevent identity theft.  
 
Learn how to get your free report at http://finances.extension.wisc.edu 
or continue reading. 
 
Federal law allows individuals to get a free copy of their credit report every 12 months from 

the three major credit reporting bureaus – TransUnion, Equifax, and Experian. Access to 

these annual free reports allows individuals to make sure the information they contain is 

correct and up to date. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, you are entitled to a free report 

once per week from the credit bureaus through the end of April, 2022.   
Checking your report regularly is a great way to spot potential instances of fraud or identity 

theft. During the pandemic we’ve seen a rise in scams and other attempts to defraud 

consumers, so getting report is a good strategy to protect yourself.   
The “Check Your Free Credit Report: 2/2, 6/6, 10/10” campaign from the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension wants to make it easier to remember to order those 

free credit reports. Anyone can sign up to receive calendar reminders by visiting this site and 

clicking on 2/2, 6/6, and 10/10: https://finances.extension.wisc.edu/programs/check-your-

free-credit-report-campaign/. You can order your report at any time of the year but the 2/2, 

6/6, and 10/10 dates make it easy to remember to do this task at regular intervals.    
It’s easy to order your credit report. Just follow these simple steps:  
Step 1: Request the free annual credit report on the official 

website www.AnnualCreditReport.com, through the mail using the request form, or by phone 

at 1-877-322-8228.   

You can choose to order one, two, or all three reports at the same time. We recommend 

checking your reports one at a time, for example Equifax on 2/2, Experian on 6/6, and 

TransUnion on 10/10.  
Visitors to the official website never need to share any credit card or payment information to 

get the annual free credit report. Note that your report does not include access to a free credit 

score. The credit bureaus provide your score for a fee. Many financial institutions now 

provide credit scores for free to their customers; check with yours to see if this is available.   

When ordering a free credit report, you will be asked for personal identifying information, 

including your Social Security Number, birthdate, and address. Ordering a credit report 

online also includes security questions, such as previous addresses or loans. If you do not 

answer the security questions correctly, you will be denied online access to your report. You 

can then order a report over the phone or by mail in a written request form.   
People who use an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) instead of a Social 

Security Number must use the official credit report request form to order their report through 

the mail.   
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Step 2: Review your credit report. Once you have your credit report, be sure the 

information is accurate. Several of the credit reporting bureaus have taken steps in the past 

few years to help make the reports more user-friendly and easier to understand.   
Some information will be easy to review, such as your name, address, or possibly a current 

employer. Other information can be more confusing. Sometimes a loan may switch hands 

between creditors, such as a mortgage changing servicers, and the original loan will appear as 

closed with the new creditor listing the same loan as open. Student loans from the same 

lender will be posted individually on your credit report each time you take out a loan, even 

though you only make one payment to the same lender.  

You’ll want to make sure you recognize any creditors or loans that appear in your report. You 

may not always recognize the business name (d.b.a. – doing business as) of a car loan, 

insurance company, credit card, or other line of credit. You may need to check the credit 

account number and amount with your records, to be sure.  
In addition to calendar reminders and links to credit resources, the 

Extension website: https://finances.extension.wisc.edu/article-topic/building-and-maintaining-

credit/ provides information on fixing errors on your credit report, how to place a free credit 

freeze or fraud alert on your reports, and how to read your report.   
For more information, visit the University Extension website 

at https://finances.extension.wisc.edu/.  
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