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Kewaunee & Door County Land Rent Survey 2020 

L and is an expensive resource. 
According to the National             
Agriculture Statistics Service 
(NASS), the average price for an acre 
of agriculture land in Kewaunee 
County is $6,677 and Door County 
$4,145¹. 
 Many farm operations con-
sist of a combination of rented and 
owned land. By utilizing this prac-
tice, the operator can use cash flow to 
purchase other assets needed to run 
the farm such as harvest equipment, 
livestock, and buildings. The average 
farm in Kewaunee County is 270 
acres, however many are much larger 
than that. Even a modest-sized farm 
would need approximately $1.8     
million to purchase 270 acres of land. 
Fluctuating commodities and other 
farm investments can make purchas-
ing land cost-prohibitive.  

 Many farm families,          
especially in recent years do not have 
enough capital or income to purchase 
land. Young farmers starting out are 
often not in the position to purchase 
land while they are also trying to   
purchase   buildings and livestock. 
By renting land, the  operator can 
own the farming enterprise while 
renting land to sustain the business.  

 Many landowners are former 
farm   operators who have  retired 
and wish to retain the land as a 
“retirement fund” or sentimental   
reasons. Renting land to other farm-
ers maintains a revenue stream and 
income tax deferral.  
 Owning land also serves as a 
sellable cash asset if, or when cash is 
needed.  

 Recreational land owned by 
absentee land owners, which is    
common in Door County, offers an     
opportunity for both farm operator 
and land owner. Mutual use of the 
land benefits both parties and can 
result in improved soil quality and 
wildlife habitat. 

 
Survey  
 In an effort to gather land 
rent rates, lease types, and priorities 
for renting land, a land rental survey 
was written by Aerica Bjurstrom,              
Agriculture Agent Kewaunee County 
and Annie Deutsch, former Agricul-
ture Educator Door County.  
 
 The survey was developed 
on the survey software Qulatrics®

XM.  
The first section asked basic ques-
tions about the location of the owned 
or rented land and how much per acre 
per year it was rented for. The next 
section directed participants to       
questions specific to land owners, 
and specific to land renters based on 
answers from the first section. Land 
owners were given four criteria to 
rank their priorities when selecting a 
land renter. Land renters were given 
ten options to rank their priorities 
when selecting rentable land. The 
final section of the survey asked   
participants to identify how they      
establish lease terms in years and 
type of contract.   
 
Distribution and Responses 
 The survey was made     
available both electronically and in 
paper format, however no one re-
quested a paper copy to complete. 
Distribution was done primarily 
through email with established lists, 
and it was also promoted via social 
media, and electronic/print media.  
 102 responses were collected 

(n=102) 
 98 total responses, three respond-

ents did not complete the rental 
rate questions 

 Door County (n=55) 
 Responses on rental rate 

from 12 of 14 towns 
 Kewaunee County (n=43) 

 Responses on rental rate 
from 8 of the 10 towns 

 

As a landowner, how do you find renters? 

As a landowner, what makes a renter desirable to 
you? 
Landowners were given four criteria to rank highest to  
lowest, 1 being the highest priority, 4 being the lowest  
priority: 
1. History/relationship with potential renter 
2. 2. Owner use restrictions (limitations when manure or  

fertilizer can be applied, organic, hunting access, etc.) 
3. Crop history or future cropping plans 
4. Commodity prices 

7717

9% 

9% 

Responses for “other” were: 

 Neighbor (n=3) 

 They were renting the land when I bought it 

 Past relationship—they did our cropping when we were 
farming 

 I searched them out 

Respondents could select more that one option.  

TERM – landowners and renters said: 

TYPE – landowners and renters said: 

 5-10 0% 

 11 or more years 5% 

 Annual 45%   

 2-5 years 50% 

 Verbal 43% 

 Written 52% 

 Other 5% 
Mix of written and verbal 

What is your lease term and type? 

As a renter, how do you find land? 

Respondents could select more that one option.  

Responses for “other” were: 

 Landowner called me 

 Luck 

95% 

10% 

15

25% 

What type of farming operation do you have? 

TERM – landowners and renters said: 

 Dairy 58% 

 Cash crop 33% 

 Other 9% 

As a land renter, what makes land desirable to you? 
Renters were asked to rank 10 criteria highest to lowest, 1 being the highest 
priority, 10 being the lowest priority: 
1. Proximity to home farm 
2. Soil type 
3. Shape of field (contiguous acres) 
4. Ease of access from road (multiple driveways, width of driveway, visibil-
ity of driveway from the road, etc.) 
5.Tiled 
6.Cropping history or future plans 
7.Depth to bedrock 
8.Land use restrictions (limitations to manure or fertilizer spreading, organ-
ic, etc.) 
9.Lease length 
10.Other (no other variables indicated) 
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Agriculture Land Rental Survey 
Kewaunee and Door Counties 

AHNAPEE 

 n=7 
 Range $40-$230 

 Mean $142.85 
 Median $150 

CARLTON 

 n=10 
 Range $60-$500 

 Mean $191.50 
 Median $147 

PIERCE 

 n=2 
 Range $225 (2) 

 Mean $225 
 Median $225 

WEST KEWAUNEE 

 n=4 
 Range $60-$225 

 Mean $183.75 
 Median $225 

NO RESPONSES 

 Montpelier  Red River 

CASCO 

 n=10 
 Range $80-$275 

 Mean $206.50 
 Median $225 

FRANKLIN 

 n=6 
 Range $75-$225 

 Mean $145 
 Median $135 

LINCOLN 

 n=7 
 Range $115-$400 

 Mean $255.71 
 Median $250 

LUXEMBURG 

 n=1 
 Range $275 

 Mean $275 
 Median $275 

Survey Successes  
 A land rent survey was completed in Kewaunee and  
Southern Door Counties in 2012, and 36 (n=36) responses were collected. 
The 2020 survey had an excellent overall response with 102 (n=102) total 
responses. Responses are similar to 2019 NASS county rent estimates for 
agriculture land, Door County $ 84.00/acre/year, and Kewaunee County 
$174/acres/year. 
 The survey had a nearly equal response rate from landowners and 
land renters. The 2020 survey included all towns from both Door and 
Kewaunee Counties, the 2012 survey included Kewaunee and only southern 
Door County. 
 
Survey Limitations 
 The survey was distributed electronically only, even though a paper 
version was available by request.  
 Responses were not collected in four towns, three of which are heavy 
agriculture-use areas. While the survey was anonymous, it did not collect 
total acres rented by producers. A producer could be identified by response 
based on total acres rented, and it was the intention of the survey to remain 
anonymous.  
 
Door County Results  
 Please visit our website for Door County results. 
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/kewauneeag/renting-farm-assets/  

Key: 

 n is the number of responses 
 Range is the range of responses, lowest to   highest 
 Mean is the average 
 Median is the middle number of all responses 

Determining the Value of Standing  

Alfalfa in 2020  

Kevin Jarek - UW-Madison, Division of Extension,  
Crops and Soils Agent - Outagamie County 

Continued on back page 

 The “fair” value of any given alfalfa stand can vary tremendously. The ab-
sence of daily quotes as compared to other agricultural commodities (grains) requires 
us to rely on the most recent hay market prices available at https://
fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/h-m-r/. The two most significant factors to consider 
when determining the potential value for any individual cutting of alfalfa or the stand 
for the entire growing season include: 
A) Expected Dry Matter (DM) Yield in Tons per Acre       
B) Estimated Harvesting Costs per Acre  
 Expected Dry Matter (DM) yield can be estimated by measuring stand densi-
ty as illustrated below or utilizing multi-year data from the Wisconsin Alfalfa Yield 
and Persistence (WAYP) project conducted by the University of Wisconsin – Division 
of Extension. The most recent summary (2018) is located at: https://
fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/files/2019/03/2018-WI-Alfalfa-YIeld-Persistence-
Summary.pdf. 
 Stand Density: Alfalfa stand measurements of an average of 55 stems per 
square foot are defined as “not limiting yield potential”. Unfortunately, this year 
many existing fields have less than 40 stems per square foot. Previously, stands with 
lower stem counts would be rotated out of production. However, given Wisconsin hay 
stocks are at a record 70-year low, many farmers need to keep some of these stands in 
the rotation during the 2020 growing season. Due to the high variability throughout 
many fields, it would be wise for buyers and sellers to evaluate stands to determine a 
realistic potential yield before a sale is agreed upon. Wisconsin Alfalfa Yield and Per-
sistence project data can help you estimate yield based on actual on-farm data collect-
ed over the past 12 years. 

 

 

 

 

Source: Alfalfa Stand Assessment – Is This Stand Good Enough to Keep? 

1. Percentage of Overall Season Yield Per Cutting:  Data from the WAYP project 
over the past decade illustrates the average percentage of total season yield distribution 
in each cutting as follows: 
 3 cut system – 46% (1st crop) – 28% (2nd crop) – 26% (3rd crop) 

4 cut system – 36% (1st crop) – 25% (2nd crop) – 21% (3rd crop) – 18% (4th 
crop) 
5 cut system – 31% (1st crop) – 23% (2nd crop) – 18% (3rd crop) – 16% (4th 
crop) – 12% (5th crop) 

 The following chart illustrates the observed range of alfalfa DM yield in tons 
per acre over the life of the WAYP project. Participating farms provided data for the 
life of the stand beginning with the first full production year following new seeding. 
Fifth crop data was collected and included in years when a fifth cutting was available. 
It should be noted first through fourth cutting represents the largest percentage of the 
data in the WAYP. The average DM yield of first through fourth crop is 4.41 tons of 
DM per acre. 

Source: Wisconsin Alfalfa Yield and Persistence (WAYP) Program Summary, 2018 

2. Total Season Yield:  The WAYP project has an observed range of less than 3.0 
tons DM yield per acre up to 6.0 tons DM per acre during any given growing season 
since data was first collected beginning in 2007. The most frequently observed yield 
has been 4.0-4.49 Tons per DM per Year. This year  alfalfa stands that may nor -
mally produce a first cutting of 1.5-1.8 tons DM per acre may only produce 1.0-1.4 
tons DM per acre (or less) given the widespread severity of heaving and winterkill 
damage across the state. Alfalfa stands in Northeastern and East-Central Wisconsin 
have been hit particularly hard.  

Source: Wisconsin Alfalfa Yield and Persistence (WAYP) Program Summary, 2018 
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