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     A monthly publication for 

Kewaunee County residents.   

These programs are supported by 

your  tax dollars.  We look forward 

to  receiving your comments. 

 Please call us at the phone 

numbers provided in the individual 

headers. 

AMES, Iowa – Poinsettia plants             

remain one of the most popular           

holiday flowers. The familiar red   

flowers have been joined by even 

flashier colors to include pastel           

yellow and vibrant bi-colors. Because 

poinsettias have been forced into 

bloom, they need some extra care to 

keep them healthy and looking good 

throughout the holidays.                     

Horticulturists with Iowa State             

University answer several questions    

related to watering poinsettias. To 

have additional questions answered, 

contact the ISU Hortline at              

515-83-3108 or hortline@iastate.edu. 

 

Why is my poinsettia dropping 

some of its leaves? 

 The leaf drop is likely due to 

some type of environmental stress. 

Improper watering is the most            

common reason for leaf drop on  

poinsettias in the home. Over-

watering will cause the lower leaves 

to turn yellow and drop. Plants that 

are allowed to get too dry will wilt 

and also drop leaves.  

 The water needs of a            

poinsettia can be determined with 

your finger. Check the potting soil 

daily. When the soil surface becomes 

dry to the touch, water the plant until 

water begins to flow out the bottom of 

the pot. The pots of most poinsettias 

are set inside decorative pot covers. 

When watering these plants, carefully 

remove the poinsettia from the pot 

covering, water the plant in the sink, 

then drop the poinsettia back into its 

pot cover.   

 Also, make sure the poinsettia 

is not located near a heat source or 

cold draft. Warm, dry air blowing 

across the plant from a furnace         

register or rapid temperature               

fluctuations (such as near a door) can 

also cause leaf drop.   

 

My poinsettia suddenly wilted and 

died. Why?   

 The sudden death of the  

poinsettia was likely due to a root rot. 

Pythium and Rhizoctonia root rots 

typically occur when plants are       

watered too frequently and the potting 

soil is kept saturated. Allow the      

surface of the potting soil to dry to the 

touch before watering poinsettias. 

Also, don’t allow the pots of         

poinsettias to sit in water. Discard 

excess water that drains into pot     

coverings or saucers.  

 

Small, white insects flutter about 

my poinsettia when I water the 

plant. What are they and how do I 

control them?   
 The small, white insects are 

likely whiteflies. Whiteflies are          

common insect pests of poinsettia, 

hibiscus, chrysanthemum and a           

number of other indoor plants. They 

are most often noticed when watering 

or handling a plant. When disturbed, 

whiteflies flutter about the plant for a 

short time before returning to the 

plant.   

 Whitefly adults are small, 

white, moth-like insects. Female 

adults lay eggs on the undersides of 

plant foliage. After five to seven days, 

the eggs hatch into small, pale green, 

immature insects called nymphs. The 

nymphs crawl a short distance before 

settling down to feed for two to three 

weeks. After feeding, the nymphs 

progress to a nonfeeding stage and 

then finally to the adult stage.   

 The nymph and adult stages 

of whiteflies feed by inserting their 

short, needle-like beaks into foliage 

and sucking out plant sap. Heavy 

whitefly infestations may cause   

stunting or yellowing of leaves, leaf 

drop and a decline in plant health.   

 Whiteflies on poinsettias and 

other indoor plants are extremely   

difficult to control. Prevention is the 

best management strategy. When   

purchasing plants, carefully check for 

whiteflies and other insects. Avoid 

purchasing insect-infested plants.   

Insecticides are not a good control 

option as they are not very effective. 

It’s often best to tolerate the presence 

of a small infestation of whiteflies on 

a poinsettia and then promptly discard 

the plant after the holidays. 

 

Written by: 

Richard Jauron, Iowa State Extension 

Horticulturist and Willy Klein,           

Organizational Advancement, Iowa 

State University Extension. 
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FOGHORN ADDRESS 
CHANGES 

 Please let us know if your 
mailing address changes.  Since 
the Foghorn is mailed 3rd class,    
it is not  forwarded, and UW-
Extension must pay for incorrect 
addresses.   
 Call 388-7141 for address 
changes or you will be removed 
from the list. 

Receive the Foghorn in your inbox! 

 Want to have the Foghorn at your fingertips? Sign up 

today to receive the Foghorn directly to your inbox! Be the 

first to know all the exciting events and opportunities        

available.  

 Visit https://kewaunee.uwex.edu/foghorn-newsletter/ to 

sign up today!   

Yard and Garden: Poinsettia Care Wisconsin School For  

Beginning Market Growers 

You bring your gardening background and interest and hopes for your own 

market garden or small vegetable farm. We expose you to what you need to 

know and plan for as you set seeds and grow. 

 

This course will be held January 11-13, 2019.  

Registration for the 2019 school is open.  

Register here:  https://uwccs.eventsair.com/19wimarket/reg/Site/Register 

 

The intensive three-day course demonstrates what it takes to set up and run a 

successful market garden or small farm. 

What do we offer? 

 A unique program that combines knowledge from experienced growers 

and UW faculty 

 Opportunities to understand basic concepts in market gardening and what 

it takes to organize this type of business 

 A holistic approach to growing and marketing 

 Extended time with three experienced growers, each offering unique      

perspectives, invaluable tips and practical know-how 

 A chance to network and learn from fellow gardeners, farmers and          

entrepreneurs 

 In addition to the three-day course, Special Topic Seminars and                 

Workshops focus on specific issues facing new and experienced growers. 

 

 This course aims to give students a realistic picture of what it takes to 

run a successful small-scale produce operation—including capital,                 

management, labor and other resources. Topics include soil fertility, crop  

production, plant health and pest management, cover crops, equipment needs 

and labor considerations at different scales of operation, and marketing and 

economics. Three grower instructors primarily teach the course, with featured 

presentations and hands-on labs by UW faculty and other specialists.        

 

Scholarships 

A limited number of $100 scholarships are available for aspiring organic 

growers in need of financial assistance. To apply, contact John Hendrickson 

at jhendric@wisc.edu or (608) 265-3704 before registering online or using 

the paper registration form. 

 

For more information, contact: 

John Hendrickson 

Phone: (608) 265-3704 

Email: jhendric@wisc.edu 
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